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GTA Academy Difference: 
Instructional Philosophy
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As teachers and leaders, it’s our responsibility to ensure our practice honors the 
FBISD curriculum so that we support young people to develop core knowledge 
and essentials skills in their learning. 

Through Concept-Based Instruction, rigor is embedded in understanding the 
universal concepts, as interdisciplinary connections are a logical result.  Because 
many gifted children are global thinkers, using a universal concept is a more 
natural way for them to learn.  It is more abstract and complex.  Universal 
concepts stimulate a sophisticated level of understanding and provide 
opportunities to differentiate in all curriculum content areas.  Additionally, 
generalizations about universal concepts apply within and across disciplines 
over time.



Conceptual Learning at GTA
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• Educators who are experts in their content, and have specialized training in gifted 
education, facilitate GTA courses in Math, Science, Social Studies, English and Spanish. 

• GTA grade level instruction is framed around generalizations and guided by essential 
questions to engage learners in critical thinking and problem solving.  

• GTA students ponder these macro concepts, which are transdisciplinary, as well as work 
together and independently to acquire discipline-specific  micro concepts from the TEKS 
and FBISD curriculum. 

• Conceptual learning focuses on the big picture as well as the classical questions in each 
discipline.

• Throughout their course of study, learners participate in field experiences and create 
sophisticated products, performances and/or solutions using the PBL.



Getting the Big Idea: Concept-Based 
Teaching and Learning (The Research)
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• Read this short handout 
summarizing the value of 
Concept-Based Teaching and 
Learning

• https://drive.google.com/file/d
/1eHRD85WDKSdqwHxPPPf8_Z
IZCXwHH2Iu/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eHRD85WDKSdqwHxPPPf8_ZIZCXwHH2Iu/view?usp=sharing


GTA Universal Concepts 
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